Getting Started
[image: teacher in a classroom overlaid with the words I believe teaching is...]Let’s review what you have been presented with thus far in the course. In Workshop Two, you were presented with types of knowledge and what it means to be an effective teacher. In Workshops Three through Six, you were presented with various theories and theorists, examining their specific contributions to the educational field and how these contributions can guide teaching practice. Finally, in Workshop Seven, you examined the idea of diverse learners and how to best address their needs. Your task in this activity will be to write a teaching philosophy statement that encompasses all of the above concepts.
What is a teaching philosophy statement? A teaching philosophy statement is a self-reflective statement of your beliefs about teaching and learning. A teaching philosophy statement should discuss how you put, or will put, your beliefs into practice by including concrete examples of what you do or anticipate doing in your classroom. Think of a teaching philosophy statement as a road map. It provides a clear, well-thought-out idea, or “guide,” on how you plan to teach, what strategies you may use, and how you intend to address the needs of all your learners.
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
· Write a philosophy of teaching that encompasses all learner types, supported by theories for best practices.
· Write a philosophy of teaching that describes teacher practices to address all types of learners and learner needs.         
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Resources
· Article: Writing a Teaching Philosophy Statement
· Article: Writing a Teaching Statement
· Article: Teaching Statement – Mike Limarzi
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Background Information
In this activity, you will write your teaching philosophy statement, taking into account all the learner theories, theorists, and learning strategies and approaches introduced during this course.
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Instructions
1. Read the following articles:
a. Writing a Teaching Philosophy Statement https://www.tcd.ie/CAPSL/assets/pdf/Academic%20Practice%20Resources/Writing%20a%20Teaching%20Philosophy%20Statement.pdf
b. Writing a Teaching Statement https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/teaching-statements/
2. Read the following teaching statement sample:
a. Teaching Statement – Mike Limarzi
3. Write your teaching philosophy statement.
a. Address your conception of teaching.
b. Address your conception of learning.
c. Describe how you plan to teach.
d. Describe how you plan to meet the needs of all your learners.
e. Support your ideas with theories and concepts from the course workshops.
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